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Celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

The Conference Resource Team, in discussion and agreement with our Bishop, has agreed to 
celebrate the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday in a very different manner this year.  Rather than a 
gathering at one location, they are hoping to encourage a truly “conference-wide” celebration by 
inviting you to participate in a meaningful way in the events and/or celebrations that will be taking 
place in your communities.  If there is no planned celebration, you might consider volunteering with 
a community agency on that day.   

I believe that this type of involvement will be an excellent way to foster relationships in our 
communities, demonstrate our desire to be missional congregations, and celebrate the life and 
legacy of Dr. King. 

If you know of celebrations in your community, we’ll be glad to pass that information on to others 
churches.  Just email it to the district office and we’ll spread the word. 

In Wadesboro, the Martin Luther King, Jr. remembrance will begin at 10:00 am with a Prayer 
Breakfast at Ebenezer Baptist Church which is a predominately black congregation.  Following that, 
a march down Salisbury Street will conclude with a worship service at First United Methodist 
Church, a predominately white congregation, at 11:00 am.  Anson County pastors are asked to share 
this information with their churches and gather together groups of folks to attend. 

       Thankful for the unity we have in Christ,  Amy 

 Building Strong Healthy Congregations in our Communities 
 with noted author and church consultant, Ken Callahan 
 April 9, 2011  ~  8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
 Mineral Springs UMC 
 Every church in the District will want to bring a team to this event.    

 Registration information will be sent out soon.   



THE 2010 END OF YEAR REPORTS/STATISTICAL INFORMATION is due on Monday, 

January 24, 2011. Churches will input information into the online system again this year. 

Access will again be available through the church’s log in on the WNCC administrative 

website (www.wnccadmin.org).   You should have already received notice by the district 

office regarding your login information and further instructions.  If you have not, please check 

your wnccumc.net email address and/or call Kim at the district office.  There are very few 

changes from last year, but as always, we’re glad to answer any questions you might have. 

2011 WNCCUMC Appointment Calendar  
 

January 4 Letters and appointment advisory information will be e-mailed or USPS mailed to PPRC Chairs 
 and clergy. Deadline for submitting appointment advisories requesting consideration for a move 
 is FEBRUARY 11.  
New church profiles are posted on the www.wnccadmin.org website. The 2011 church profile is to be filled out by the 2011 PPRC and 
electronically submitted by Monday, January 24.  Pastor profiles can be filled out on-line, saved, and then e-mailed or USPS mailed 
to the district office. 
 

Monday, January 24 Deadline for submission for any church that wants an associate (job description, compensation) or 
 is requesting a change in associate pastors.   Associate interviews will be February 1 – March 20  
 

 Deadline for pastor profiles and church profiles to be submitted to the District  Office. 
 

Friday, February 11 Deadline for all appointment advisories for those who want consideration for a move… 
 Consultations with Clergy and PPRCs will be between February 11 and March 28. 
 

March 28 – April 1 Appointment-Making Week  
 

April 26 – 28 Cabinet reconsiderations for appointments  
 

Sunday, May 1 Public announcements of appointments  
 

Monday, May 2 Mandatory Move Meeting for all PPRCs and Parsonage chairs for churches where there is going 
 to be a move  
 

Thursday, May 26 Pastors Making a Good Move Seminar in Gastonia  
 

Sunday, June 26 Last Sunday in pulpit before moves to new appointments  
 

Tuesday, June 28 Moving day unless otherwise negotiated with DS and PPRC  
 

Friday, July 1 Official Start Day for new appointment (General Board of Pensions date)  
 

Sunday, July 3 TRANSITION SUNDAY  (Neither departing pastor nor new pastor will be in the pulpit.)  
 

Sunday, July 10 First Sunday in pulpit for new appointments Church  

Universal E-mail Addresses Being Used 
 

Pastors — please make sure that you are checking your “wnccumc.net” email 
address regularly and/or that you have successfully forwarded the mail delivered to 
that address to your preferred email address.  Both the District and Conference are 
now using these email addresses to share important information with you.  
Questions?  Contact Kim at the District Office or Ed Walk at the Conference Office. 



MANDATORY CLERGY ETHICS SEMINARS IN 2011 

Participation in one of these seminars is mandatory for all clergy under appointment in WNCC, 

retired elders and deacons, diaconal ministers and clergy serving in extension ministry/ABLC 

in WNCC, but are members of other conferences. Attendance will be recorded.    

Documentation of participation within the 2010-2011 conference year is necessary. (Retired 

clergy may be granted an exception by his/her district superintendent only for significant 

inability to participate.)    
 

If you haven’t attended a seminar already, please choose one of the remaining dates and pre-

register for it by contacting Sandy Hargett in the Conference office at shargett@wnccumc.org or 

704/535-2260 ext. 131.  If emailing your registration, please include your name and district.  All 

registrations must be received at least 10 days prior to the seminar date.  Because space is 

limited, please register as soon as possible. 

 

• January 25, 2011 - Williamson’s Chapel UMC, Mooresville 

• February 17, 2011 - Blair Road UMC, Charlotte 

• February 26, 2011 - First UMC, Hickory 

• March 10, 2011 - Jamestown UMC, Jamestown 

 
Seminars will be held from 10am - 3pm.  Registrations is required for all participants so that 

appropriate materials and food may be prepared.  The cost is $7.00 and will be collected upon 

arrival at the event.  Lunch is included.  There will be times of worship, 

training, and conversation around issues related primarily to clergy sexual 

misconduct and the use of technology. 
 

These events are being supported by the Board of Ordained Ministry and the 
WNCC Cabinet. 

2010—2011 District Clergy Meetings 
 

January 25 District-wide Clergy Meeting/ 9:30 am—Gathering Location: Tahoma Retreat,    

   198 Nicks Road Norwood NC 28128 

Day Apart 10 am-2pm —  Worship & Meeting 

 

March 1 Mission Project/Bag Lunch—Stanly County 

March 2  Mission Project/Bag Lunch—Union County 

March 3 Mission Project/Bag Lunch—Anson County 

 

April 12 Mission Project/Bag Lunch—Anson County 

April 13 Mission Project/Bag Lunch—Stanly County 

April 14 Mission Project/Bag Lunch—Union County 

 

May 17 District Farewell Worship Service followed by Lunch 



Check Out the Congregational Resource Guide 
 

 

 

 

 
(CTRL + click to follow link) 

 

A project of the Alban Institute and funded by Lilly Endowment, Inc., this resource is a free gift to America’s 

Congregations by identifying and pointing them toward the very best resources in the areas of pastoral care, 

education, worship, leadership, management, outreach, evangelism, as well as others. 

                 

At the new CRG site you’ve find: 
 

In-depth resourcing pieces that deliver a range of materials to aide you in your work. Each piece provides a 

wide range of perspectives and types, allowing you to decide what materials are best suited to your 

congregation and needs. From brief articles and podcasts, to online materials and video clips, and the high-

quality books the CRG has long been known for, we aim to make it as easy as possible to find the right 

resource fit for you. 

A robust search feature that will quickly identify the resource materials you desire by name, type, title, or 

keyword. 

Classic CRG features produced in easy-to-use PDF format. 

Resource pages that provide not only the useful descriptions of the materials you've come to expect, but a 

range of related materials that make it easier for you to expand your search for the resources you need. 

An advisory board of six individuals—all working ministers or former ministers—who work regularly with 

CRG to identify the best new materials available and topics that are of pressing interest to ministers and lay 

leaders. 

Blogging has been added to our site, allowing you to engage CRG staff and our advisory board about the most 

important issues facing congregations. 

Real-time Twitter feeds allow you to keep track of the stray resource gems that we post on Twitter ahead of 

producing fuller treatment on the CRG site. 

 

You’re also invited to sign up for the weekly newsletter to be kept abreast of new resources available:   

Weekly Newsletter  

Be a Good Steward of Our Environment  

and  

Save Money at the Same Time! 
 

G2 Energy Solutions, a clean energy company, is interested in talking with churches about converting to 

solar, wind, or geothermal energy systems.  Through grant and stimulus money available specifically to non-

profit organizations, these systems can be installed at NO COST to the host customer other than a monthly 

bill for the energy produced by the embedded energy system on their property.  The savings can be 

significant reduction from your current utility costs.  For more information, please contact: 

Alan Rosenberg 

Alan@g2-energysolutions.com 

704.361.2028 



 

 

FEBRUARY 25FEBRUARY 25FEBRUARY 25FEBRUARY 25----27, 201127, 201127, 201127, 2011    
 

We invite preacher’s kids ages 10-18 to join us at 
Camp Carolwood in Lenoir for  

 WNCC’s second weekend  

just for preacher’s kids. 

            PREACHER’S     PREACHER’S     PREACHER’S     PREACHER’S     
            KID WEEKENDKID WEEKENDKID WEEKENDKID WEEKEND    

A time for  you toA time for  you toA time for  you toA time for  you to    
    ...meet other preacher’s kids...meet other preacher’s kids...meet other preacher’s kids...meet other preacher’s kids    
    ...ask all your unanswered questions...ask all your unanswered questions...ask all your unanswered questions...ask all your unanswered questions    
    ...meet the Bishop...meet the Bishop...meet the Bishop...meet the Bishop    
    ...have fun & be yourself...have fun & be yourself...have fun & be yourself...have fun & be yourself    
    ...learn things about the church ...learn things about the church ...learn things about the church ...learn things about the church 
you’ve never        you’ve never        you’ve never        you’ve never            
                                                        knownknownknownknown    

Western North Carolina ConferenceWestern North Carolina ConferenceWestern North Carolina ConferenceWestern North Carolina Conference    
 

For more information or to register:  email Amy at  

       albemarleds@wnccumc.org 



Vital Partners “Go Green” to 

Plant New Churches 
 

Want to help save the environment and save souls? Donate your used inkjet cartridges, cell phones and 

PDAs to Vital Partners, which helps fund New Faith Communities in the Western NC Conference of The 

United Methodist Church. 

 

It’s easy. Donations of your unwanted cell phones/PDAs and empty inkjet cartridges can provide 

support for new church starts, while saving the environment from pollution. Help the WNCC realize our 

goal of 30 new churches in 3 years by taking your items to one of the following locations: 

 

∗ Western NC Conference Center, 3400 Shamrock Dr, Charlotte 

∗ Asheville District Office, 27 Balm Grove Ave, Asheville 

∗ Gastonia District Office, 166 E Main Ave, Gastonia NC 28052-4110 

∗ Lexington District Office, 507 E Center St, Lexington NC 27292 

∗ Winston-Salem District Office, 1031 Reynolda Rd, Winston-Salem 

∗ WNCC Mission Response Center, 8973 Greenwood Rd, Terrell 

           (Mailing Address: PO Box 284, Terrell NC 28682) 

∗ WNCC Fishin’ Hole, PO Box 18005, Charlotte NC 28218 

           Include your cell/pda or cartridges when returning resource materials, however, you will 

            need to pay regular instead of media postage. 

∗ First UMC, 77 Jackson St, Sylva, 28779, 828-586-2358 

 

Additional locations will be added as they are confirmed or check www.wnccumc.org/cgd/

vitalpartnersgreen.htm for latest updates. 

 

Give your old technology new life in the form of new church starts, while keeping it from polluting our 

landfills. If improperly disposed of, one cell phone/PDA can pollute up to 35,000 

gallons of drinking water. Your unwanted cell phones/PDAs and inkjet cartridges 

will be recycled in accordance with EPA regulations or refurbished and sold.  

 

Questions? Contact Candy Caron, ccaron@wnccumc.org or 704.525.2260 x123. 

 

More: www.wnccumc.org/cgd/30-in-3.htm and www.wnccumc.org/cgd/

vitalpartners.htm 

Local Churches Exempt from Filing Form 990 
 

WNCC Treasurer Bill Wyman reports that local United Methodist 

Churches do not have to file Form 990 for tax-exempt status.  Based 

upon a 1974 IRS group ruling, the General Council on Finance and 

Administration stated, “United Methodist local churches, annual 

conferences and general agencies have always been and continue to be 

exempt from filing Form 990.” 



Bridge to Recovery 
 

Bridge to Recovery is a transitional recovery housing ministry which seeks to house addicts during the time 

between the acknowledgement of the need to recovery from alcohol and/or drugs and placement in a long-

term treatment program.  This new ministry has purchased a house in Oakboro in which to provide a clean, 

safe, caring, Christian environment for substance abusers during this transitional time in their lives.  In 

furnishing this home, the group is in need of: 

Items may be brought to the District Office.  For more information, please contact:   

 Jim Allred jkballred@ctc.net 704.463.5166 

 Mike Burris mikeburris@windstream.net 704.474.4964 

 James Potts jpotts@ohdcharlotte.com 336.461.5302  
 

“I have pitched my tent in the land of HOPE.”  (Acts 2:25) 

• 5 twin beds 

• 5 twin mattress sets 

• 8 bed pillows 

• 10 twin sheet sets 

• 10 twin blankets 

• 2 queen sheet sets 

• 24 bath towels 

• 24 wash cloths 

• 5 tin bedspreads 

• 1 queen bedspread 

• 1 vacuum cleaner 

• 4 trash cans 

• 1 refrigerator (less than 10 years 

old) 

• 1 30-inch kitchen stove 

• 1 microwave 

• 2 coffee makers 

• 1 DVD player 

• 1 landline telephone 

• 1 desktop or laptop computer 

• 1 locking cabinet 

• 1 locking safe 

• Dinner plates, cups, pots & pans 

• 6 table or floor lamps 

• 1 washer 

• 1 dryer 

• Yard tools 

• 1 string weed trimmer 

• 1 riding lawn mower 

• 1 push lawn mower 

Training Scheduled 
for 

Covenant Peer Group Facilitators 
 

 The next training program for Covenant Peer Group facilitators is scheduled for February 22 

and 23 at St. Francis Springs Prayer Center in Stoneville, NC.  The workshop will begin at 10:00 am 

on Tuesday, the 22nd, and will end at 3:00 pm on the 23rd. There is no cost for participation. 

 

 There are three purposes for the workshop: 

 

1. To provide facilitators a clear understanding of the purposes of Covenant Peer groups and 

optional ways of meeting those purposes; 

2. To provide facilitators with basic insights and skills needed to effectively facilitate a group; 

3. To provide resources needed to launch or enhance the functioning of a group. 

 

 Participation is in this training is open to those who are facilitating a current Covenant Peer 

Group and to those who have specific plans to launch a group in the near future. 

 

 If you have questions or would like additional information, please be in touch with Russ 

Moxley, coordinator of Covenant Peer Groups, at rmoxley@wnccumc.org or at 336.275.2185. 



SEJ Clergywomen's  

Consultation 

April 4-7, 2011 

Registration for this event is now open.  Plan to join 
clergywomen from across the Jurisdiction in Atlanta for 
a time to reunite with friends from seminary and 
pastors’ schools; the opportunity to be inspired by great 
preaching, stirring music, and engaging plenaries; and 
your choice of workshops tailored to meet your needs 
for growing skills, living gracefully, and meeting 
challenges with grit.  

The Emory Conference Center and Hotel is a gracious 
setting for enriching our spirits and renewing our faith 

in the beautiful green spaces of natural surroundings……even in the midst of the hustle 
and bustle of one of our largest southern cities. 

Register early!  Before December 1, the fee is $110.  Afterward, the cost will be 
$150.  We also have a special fee for students of $65 which includes all workshops, 
plenaries, worship services, but only one meal-the banquet on Wednesday night.  

Click here to register:  REGISTER NOW! 

Change in Timetable for Clergy Evaluations 
 

The Board of Ordained Ministry is in the process of creating an entirely new clergy evaluation process that will  begin 

next summer.   Thus, at Bishop Goodpaster’s request, the cabinet has chosen not to do clergy evaluations the way we 

have always done them but to wait and begin the new process when it’s ready.  The form we previously used has been 

removed from the conference website and in its place is a note saying that the 2011 forms are under review. 
 

FAQ: 

What if our Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee has already completed or is in the middle of completing the 

“old form”? 

Answer:   The S/PPRC can go ahead and go over this form with their pastor.   The pastor, then, has a choice as to 

whether to forward this evaluation on to the district office to be placed in his/her file or to keep it just for his/her 

personal records and growth.    
 

If we complete the old form, will we need to complete a new form in the summer. 

Answer:  Yes. 
 

Will pastors still meet with the District Superintendent for a one-on-one evaluation in December or early 

January? 

Answer:  No, those meetings will now take place in the summer. 
 

Does this change effect church and clergy profiles? 

No – although those forms are being revised as well.  You will complete your church and clergy profiles on-line in 

late December or early January.  More information to come on this topic!  



Rethink Church invites you to live the questions this Lent through 

“Fearless: The Courage to Question,” a new church study series sched-

uled for release Jan. 7.  

 

“Fearless” begins on Ash Wednesday and moves through Palm/Passion 

Sunday with thematic resources for worship, study and invitation. A 

creative model for Christian discourse called “FaithLink Café” is in-

cluded, and an online Bible study through rethinkchurch.org will be 

offered during Lent based on FaithLink curriculum. 

 

A companion multimedia bundle, offered for $25, includes: 

• Worship slides, bulletin graphics and website banner  

• Trailer video, illustrated scripture videos (Ash Wednesday 

through Holy Week and Easter)  

• Newspaper ad, direct mail, invitation card  

Youth 2011 is the national youth gathering for the United Methodist Church.  It is an event that only 

happens every four years and is the largest single gathering of UMC youth in existence. This four day 

conference will bring together top United Methodist leaders as well as the best ecumenical speakers, bands 

and talent with thousands of youth from all around the nation for what is sure to be a life-changing event 

that consists of: 

• Passionate Worship Experiences 

• Concerts 

• Bible Study 

• Small Groups 

• Workshops and Trainings 

• Interactive Exhibits 

• Onsite Mission Opportunities 

• Late-night Fun and Games and more! 

 
You can find a video about the events to be held July 13-17 on the 
campus of Purdue University in Indiana, and July 27-31 at the 
convention center in Sacramento, California at the following link. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJZrZueO6WM, and all the 
information at http://www.youth2011.org. 

Please note the IRS has announced the 2011 standard mileage rate 

at 51 cents per mile for business miles driven.  This rate becomes 

effective January 1, 2011. 



Shipping Boxes Urgently Needed  
The Mission Response Center needs boxes of a standard size. If anyone in our conference 

have an inroad into a company that makes boxes and that would be willing to give us 

some that might be in their excess inventory (such as box overruns)? The best size for 

shipment is 12" X 18" X 14", although another similar size could be used. We are must 

hand load these boxes, so a standard size is preferred.  

Exploration 2011, an event for young adults who feel God's 

call to ordained ministry as a deacon or elder in The United 

Methodist Church, will take place Nov. 11-13 in St. Louis, 

Missouri. The event provides a chance to explore the call to 

ordained ministry through worship, prayer, workshops, 

networking and small groups. Sponsored by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, 

Exploration 2011 is open to young adults age 18 to 26.  

FISHIN’ HOLE 2011 Membership Drive Begins NOW  
 

Membership is open to all United Methodist Churches in the Western NC Conference. We want all to be able to access our 

5,500 resources. We’re adding more each day.  

To save money, ask your church to join now. Check with the WNCC Fishin’ Hole before purchasing resources for Small 

Groups, Bible studies, Youth meetings, Children’s programs and VBS. We strive to have quality resources from some of the 

best authors and leaders: Adam Hamilton, Rob Bell, Shane Claiborne, N.T. Wright, John Ortberg, Mickey Efird, Joe Castillo, 

and Michael Slaughter. We order from Cokesbury, BlueFish, EcuFilm and many others.  

Membership allows church pastors, leaders and teachers to borrow unlimited books, videos and DVDs for use in the church 

on a first-come, first-served basis. Annual fees are based on the number of members on roll, ranging from $60-$150.  We 

pay postage to mail the resources to you…you pay to mail the resources back to the Fishin’ Hole—don’t forget to use Media 

Mail.  

Place your reservations straight from our Surpass Safari Online Catalog with your own personal Patron ID Number and Pass-

word. Or place your order by phone or e-mail: sclough@wnccumc.org or 704-535-2260/800-562-7929.  

Need recommendations? Check with the Coordinator, Sonja Clough. Describe your group and she will help you select a re-

source that will most likely meet the needs of your group—or she will send a Preview Box containing a few resources for 

your group to preview and return.  

Don’t think you can afford it? Try these ideas:  

• Have a Bake Sale or a Hot Dog Sale after church one Sunday.  

• Ask the UMW and the UMM for a donation.  

• Ask the Sunday School classes or Small Groups to make a donation.  

• And my personal favorite: Give the children a basket or bucket and have them collect change from the congrega-

tion during Children’s Time—who can refuse those sweet children and grandchildren?!  

• Still can’t raise enough money to cover the fee? Contact Sonja Clough and ask about a 

partial scholarship. We want as many churches as possible to have access to our 5,500 

resources.  

 

**Our Share the Gift program is extended into 2011. If your fee is $100 or more, you may 

choose a small-membership church to receive a free membership—at no additional charge!  

Need more information? Call the coordinator, Sonja Clough: 800-562-7929 or 704-535-2260,  

or e-mail her: sclough@wnccumc.org  



 
 

Calendar of events for January 
 
Jan. 18-21: SEJ Cabinet Consultation 

Jan. 24th: Deadline for submitting 2010 Year-End  Statistical Reporting 

Jan. 24th: Deadline for submitting data for Clergy and Church Profiles 

Jan. 25th: District Clergy Meeting at Tahoma Retreat Center starts at 9:30. All clergy are expected to attend 

Jan.26th-28th: Amy away at Cabinet 

Birthday 
 

Coy Blackman  1-1 

Bobby Dennis  1-4 

Patricia Humphries- 1-7 

Bivens 

 

Cathy Davis  1-14 

Patrick Hamrick 1-15 

Paul McClure  1-16 

Vickie Wilson  1-25 

Michael McClellan 1-27 

Craven Williams 1-27 

Anniversary 
 

Kristy & Dewayne Burnette  1-2 

Lanny & Janet Lancaster  1-5 

Ruth & John Mercer   1-8 

Gayle & Shelby Ford   1-28 

Prayer Concerns & Celebrations 
 

Eliana de Castrique Jones was born to Nicole and Stephen Jones on  12/23 at 10:08am.  She 

weighed 8 lbs 10oz and measured 21 1/2 inches long. 

 

 

 

• Caren Morgan (Waxhaw) is recovering at home after a recent hospitalization.  She and John are also caring 

for Caren’s mom, who is recuperating from a recent hospitalization as well. 

• Ricky Johnson (Fountain Hill—Mount Moriah) is at home recovering from surgery to repair a perforated 

intestine and pleurisy which developed while he was in the hospital. 

• Mike Burris is recovering from back surgery. 


